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EXCERPTS FROM EDITORIAL NOTES

What Do You Get Out of the State Medical Society?-
This is directed straight at YOU, you who are a member
of your county society, you who are practicing medicine
as a means of making a livelihood, you who are interested
in the ideal of medical service, you who have a family
to support and a citizen's duty to fulfill. You pay your
annual dues and you doubtless wonder what it goes for
and what, after all, the county and state medical societies
do to justify their existence. Many say they do nothing
to justify their existence. For a moment, will you please
take exact stock of whether the State society is really
worth your dues and what you expect to gain by member-
ship.
The question at the head of this column can be answered

thus: You get out of the State Medical Society exactly
what and in proportion to what you put into it. It affords
you legal protection. It gives you an opportunity for con-
tact with the best of your profession in this and all states.
It preserves the standards of your professional practice.
It is your agent in the dissemination of health propaganda
and preventive medicine. Beyond these things, will you be
very candid, and state exactly what else your county and
state societies do for you? Will you then analyze your
answer in the light of what you yourself have done for
your county and state societies. You will find that they
inevitably strike a balance. If your county society is not
alive and worth while to every member, if the state
society does not promote the activities you think it ought
to promote, if either of them fall short of what YOU
think they should do and be, consider well your own part
in them and mend your ways. The fault lies exactly with
you. The state society is a democratic institution and is
governed solely by the votes of the majority....

The Need for Autopsies.-It does not seem to be re-
alized generally how much the progress of medical knowl-
edge and the development of the skill of our practitioners
depends upon the possibility of a thorough and yet rever-
ent examination of the dead....
The laity also never seems to realize that each case

of disease is a law to itself and is in many essential ways
different from each similar case. The average person has
an idea that through some obscure, more or less magic
process the "doctor" arrives at a diagnosis and that, when
this wonderful feat has been accomplished, the rest is
plain sailing. We ourselves are partly to blame for this
impression....
The laity should know that it is inconceivable that a

physician should keep his judgment unimpaired without
frequently having his opinions checked up at the autopsy-
table.. ..

Municipal Tuberculosis Program.-The value to public
health and economic welfare of the work of the allied
(Continued from Front Advertising Section, on Page 12)

t This column, compiled by the undersigned, strives to
mirror the work and aims- of colleagues who bore the
brunt of Association activities some twenty-five years ago.
It is hoped that such presentation will be of interest to
both old and new members.

Historical reminiscences, papers and other archives will
be welcomed by the C.M.A. Committee on History, to
whom such should be sent. Address same to the Com-
mittee's Secetary, Dr. George H. Kress, Room 2004, 450
Sutter, San Francisco, 8.
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The Board of Medical Examiners held an oral exami-
nation on Saturday and Sunday, January 19th and 20th,
in the State Building, Los Angeles, at which one hundred
and seventeen (117) applicants presented themselves for
examination.

During the year 1945 there were one thousand nine
hundred and twenty-six (1,926) applications filed for the
various types of certificates issued by the Board of
Medical Examiners; of this number one thousand seven
hundred and four (1,704) were for physicians and sur-
geons certificates. The number of applications filed for
written examination showed a slight increase over the
previous year while the number of reciprocity applicants
who based their applications on a license issued by
another State, National Board Credentials, or Commis-
sions in the United States Army, Navy, or Public Health
Service showed an increase of five hundred and twenty-
eight (528), or nearly twice the number filed in 1944.
The number of certificates issued in 1945, of all types,

totaled one thousand four hundred and nineteen (1,419);
of this number one thousand two hundred and eight were
physicians and surgeons certificates. Five hundred and
ninety-nine (599) were issued by reciprocity to applicants
who based their applications on a license issued by some
other State, ninety-eight (98) were issued on National
Board Credentials, and eleven were issued on Government
Credentials.
On December 31, 1945, there were 641 applications of

all classes on file and awaiting final disposition in 1946.

News
"A twelve weeks' refresher course in physchiatry and

neurology will be given by the University of California
Extension Division under the direction of Dr. Karl M.
Bowman. The course will open Monday at the Langley
Porter Clinic, San Francisco campus, University of Cali-
fornia Medical School. The course is intended particularly
for former medical members of the armed forces, who
have returned or are about to return to civilian practice."
(San Francisco Call Bulletin, January 4, 1946.)

"Sentence of 180 days in the county jail, imposed on
Neil Zola Garess of La Crescenta on charges to which he
pleaded guilty of practking medicine without a license
and of representing himself as a physician, was suspended
by Judge Bert P. Woodard in justice court today and
the defendant placed on one year's probation and ordered
to pay a $100 fine. In imposing sentence, the court ordered
Garess to refrain from further practice as a physician.
The charges were filed by Maynard C. Youngs for the
State Medical Board. Garess is employed as a prescription
clerk in a Los Angeles pharmacy." (Glendale News-
Press, December 14, 1945.)

"J. R. Dieffenbacher, a State department of public
(Continued in Back Advertising Section, on Page 54)

t The office addresses of the California State Board of
Medical Examiners are printed in the roster on advertis-
ing page 6. News items are submitted by the Secretary
of the Board.
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health inspector, complained to the police a man pretend-
ing to be a physician connected with the department has
been calling Sacramentans and asking about their health.
Two complaints were received that the spurious agent
made telephone calls and in one case he made a personal
call. In each instance he represented himself as Dr. Miller
or Mueller. Dieffenbacher stated no such person is con-
nected with his department. Dr. Albert F. Zipf, city and
county health officer, said no one in his department has
been authorized to make such calls." (Sacramento, Sac-
ramento Bee, January J19, 1946.)

"Suit by Robert Gaines, an industrial plant worker,
against Doctor Harry D. Blunden, resident physician at

the General Hospital, charging prolonged hospitalization
following an improperly set broken leg, was taken off the
Superior Court calendar after an out-of-court $1,000
settlement was made. . . Gaines was recently awarded
a $4,000 judgment from David Phillipe, driver of a car
which ran over him on February 17, of last year, while
he lay on the street waiting for medical aid after being
hit by another automobile." (Hollywood, Advertiser, De-
cember 13, 1945.)

"The Assembly today passed a bill to appropriate
$7,000,000 for construction of a medical school and medi-
cal center at the University of California at Los An-
geles. The bill was passed unanimously and sent to the
Senate for further consideration after its sponsor de-
clared Los Angeles is the only large city in the United
States having no major medical school facilities.
(Los Angeles, Herald and Express, January 15,1946.)


